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Saemsori
P.O. Box 18614
Washington, D.C. 20036
 
Dear Dr. Linton and Mr. Hong:

 

I have been advised of the launching, earlier this month, of the Saemsori initiative by the Eugene Bell Foundation, the Korean American Coalition of the Midwest, and other community organizations and churches from the Korean-American community.  This initiative seeks to address the longing and anguish of those in our Korean-American community who have been separated from their family members residing on the northern side of the Demilitarized Zone, which cuts the Korean peninsula into two halves.  This barrier has divided brother from brother and mother from child for more than a half century.  It is my understanding that as many as twenty-five percent of our Korean-American community members are from such divided families.

 

Your new initiative will serve as an important first step in addressing a vital human rights issue for many of our fellow Americans.  It can also provide a venue to open links, on a humanitarian basis, with the people of North Korea in a manner which avoids the more contentious political issues which presently create a wide gulf between the United States and North Korea.   

 

The most tragic case of family division for our Korean-American community, which was brought to my attention two years ago, is that of the Kim family of Des Plaines, Illinois.  Their father and husband, Reverend Kim Dong-shik, was abducted on the Chinese border while assisting North Korean refugees and disappeared into North Korea in January of 2000.  Any information which Saemsori can discover on behalf of this separated Korean-American family would be greatly appreciated.

 

Let me again extend my congratulations to you on this bold and hopeful new initiative.  An old Chinese and Korean proverb states that "a journey of a thousand miles begins with a first step."  Saemsori is taking that first step. 

 

 With best wishes,

                                    

                                                                        Sincerely,         

            

 

 

                                                                        HENRY J. HYDE

                                                                        Chairman

